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The  Field 


The  habitable  part  of  Egypt  is  a  narrow,  winding 
valley  created  by  the  River  Nile  in  its  course  through 
the  desert  of  northern  Africa. 

It  has  a  population  of  13,000,000,  9iy2  per  cent,  of 
whom  are  Moslems,  6  per  cent,  are  of  the  ancient  Coptic 
Church,  and  2  per  cent,  belong  to  Jewish  and  other 
sects,  while  only  y2  of  1  per  cent,  are  evangelical 
Christians. 

The  records  of  the  civilization  in  Egypt  reach  back 
to  the  dawn  of  history.  In  Old  Testament  times  the 
destiny  of  Israel  was  closely  linked  with  that  of  Egypt. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  era  the  infant  Christ 
was  carried  into  Egypt,  and  one  of  the  earliest  churches 
founded  by  His  disciples  was  in  that  land. 

The  earliest  modern  missionary  effort  in  Egypt  was 
that  of  the  Moravian  Brethren  in  1752.  This  work  con¬ 
tinued  for  thirty  years.  In  1819,  the  Church  Missionary 
Society  of  Great  Britain  opened  work  for  the  enlighten¬ 
ing  of  the  ancient  Coptic  Church.  This  work  continued 
until  1862.  The  Church  Missionary  Society  again  began 
operations  in  1882,  particularly  for  the  purpose  of  reach¬ 
ing  Moslems,  and  is  still  carrying  on  this  vigorous  effort. 
Other  Missions  doing  more  or  less  local  work  in  Egypt 
are:  The  North  Africa  Mission,  the  Egypt  General 
Mission,  the  Sudan  Pioneer  Mission,  the  Holland  Mission, 
the  Church  of  Scotland  Mission  for  the  Jews,  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Holiness  Movement  and  the  Pentecost  Bands. 

The  work  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  was 
begun  in  1854,  and  now  extends  from  Alexandria  to 
Luxor,  having  ten  stations  with  139  foreign  and  792 
Egyptian  workers  striving  for  the  extension  of  the 


THE  VALLEY  OF  THE  NILE 


Kingdom.  Its  aim  is  the  evangelization  of  all  classes  and 
the  winning  of  souls  to  Christ.  Its  work  has  been  at¬ 
tended  by  marked  results  in  affecting  the  life  of  Egypt. 

Statistics 


of  the  United  Presbyterian  Mission  in  Egypt 


Area  of  field . 

Population  of  field . 

.  12,000,000 

Moslems  . 

. 91  %% 

Copts  . . 

.  6% 

Jews  and  others  . 

.  2% 

Christians  . 

.  y2  of  1% 

4 


Total  Christian  Community  (estimated)  .  40,000 

Missionaries  under  regular  appointment  (men  and 

unmarried  women)  .  101 

Short  Term  Workers  and  Assistants .  40 

Egyptian  Ordained  Ministers  (3  in  the  Sudan) .  .  89 

Other  Egyptian  Workers  .  703 

Synods  .  1 

Presbyteries  .  5 

Organized  Congregations  .  92 

Total  Membership  (Men,  7,402;  Women,  7,462)  .  .  14,864 

Sabbath  Schools .  226 

Sabbath  School  Scholars .  17,444 

Sabbath  School  Teachers  (Men,  477;  Women, 

257)  .  734 

Number  of  women  receiving  instruction  in  homes 

(harems)  .  5,900 

Women  and  girls  under  influence  of  the  gospel, 

about  .  16,000 

Women’s  Missionary  Societies .  45 

Members  of  Women’s  Missionary  Societies .  2,239 

Colleges  (men,  1;  women,  1)  .  2 

Theological  Seminaries  .  1 

Special  and  Central  Station  Schools .  26 

Total  number  of  schools .  181 

Total  number  of  students .  14,757 

Hospitals  .  2 

Dispensaries  .  4 

Operations  performed  .  1,623 

Cases  Treated  in  Clinics  .  58,094 
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The  Coptic  Church 

Tradition  says  that  the  ancient  Church  in  Egypt  was 
founded  by  Mark,  the  Evangelist.  It  was  one  of  the 
most  vigorous  of  the  early  churches.  By  the  end  of  the 
second  century,  it  had  quite  displaced  idolatry  in  the 
land.  Christian  churches  were  founded  everywhere. 
Great  Christian  scholars  were  produced,  among  whom 
were  Clement,  Origen  and  Athanasius.  Alexandria  be¬ 
came  the  world’s  chief  city  of  Christian  learning.  This 
Church  is  called  the  Coptic  or  the  Egyptian  Church. 
Like  the  other  Oriental  churches,  it  has  departed 
far  from  purity  of  faith  and  vitality  of  worship. 
The  missionaries  have  hope  that  its  leaders  may  yet  be 
stirred  by  the  Spirit  of  God  and  that  there  may  be  a 
mighty  revival  within  it. 
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SHEIKH  IN  EL  AZHAR  UNIVERSITY 


The  Moslem  Problem 

In  the  seventh  century  the  Moslems  conquered 
Egypt,  crushing  the  Church  and  all  but  banishing  the 
Cross  from  the  land.  Everywhere  mosques  took  the 
place  of  churches,  just  as  previously  churches  had  taken 
the  place  of  heathen  temples.  The  name  of  Mohammed 
was  heard  instead  of  the  name  of  Christ.  Islam  still 
reigns,  nine  tenths  of  the  population  being  of  that  faith. 
The  prestige  of  Egyptian  Mohammedanism,  principally 
through  its  great  University,  El  Azhar  in  Cairo,  makes 
Egypt  the  strategical  as  well  as  the  geographical  center 
of  the  Moslem  world.  From  the  city  of  Cairo,  which 
has  been  called  the  brains  of  Islam,  radiate  influences, 
through  literature  and  by  men  trained  in  Moslem  law 
and  tradition,  that  reach  the  farthest  corners  of  the  world 
where  the  Prophet  holds  sway  over  the  lives  of  men. 

Particular  efforts  are  now  being  made  by  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  by  the  Evangelical  Church  to  reach  the 
Moslems  of  Egypt  with  the  gospel  message. 
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SOME  EVANGELISTS  SUPPORTED  BY  MILTON  STEWART  FUNDS 


Evangelistic  Efforts 

From  the  ten  principal  centers  of  missionary  activity 
evangelistic  forces  radiate  in  every  direction.  Compared 
with  the  masses  to  be  reached  by  the  gospel  the  laborers 
are  very  few.  In  one  of  the  districts,  an  evangelist 
missionary  cares  for  (?)  a  population  of  1,000,000,  su¬ 
perintends  the  schools,  teaches  when  there  is  no  other 
teacher,  and  keeps  the  district  accounts. 

Another  looks  after  three  districts,  gladly  relinquish¬ 
ing  one  of  them  when  a  missionary  returns  from  furlough 
in  America. 

Egyptian  colporteurs  and  evangelists  carry  the 
message  into  many  dark  places. 

Hundreds  of  great  parishes  lie  here  unoccupied, 
waiting  for  some  messenger  of  the  Cross. 
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Nile  Boats 


The  Ibis  was 
purchased  in 
1860  from  Cor- 
lett  and  Flem¬ 
ing.  Through 
all  these  years 
it  has  been 
the  means  of 
bringing  the 
gospel  message 
to  many  thou¬ 
sands. 


THE  IBIS 


The  Alle¬ 
gheny  was  a 
gift  from  the 
Men’s  League 
of  Allegheny 
and  Mononga- 
hela  Presby¬ 
teries  in  1911. 
It  is  the  only 
one  of  the 
boats  propelled 
by  engine  pow¬ 
er. 


THE  ALLEGHENY 


The  Witness 
was  the  gift  of 
an  anonymous 
friend  in  1917. 
It  is  now  the 
welcome  bear¬ 
er  of  the  good 
tidings  to  the 
villages  of  the 
Upper  Nile 
country. 


tiie  witness 
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THREE  BIBLE  WOMEN 


Messengers  to  the  Women 

Groups  of  Bible  women  starting  from  the  center 
distribute  themselves  through  a  district.  They  gather 
companies  of  women  and  children  together  in  crowds  in 
courtyards  to  read  the  living  word  and  bear  testimony  to 
the  peace  that  passes  all  understanding. 

The  Bible  woman  must  comfort  and  cheer,  console 
and  guide.  She  soothes  the  suffering  and  calms  the 
dying.  Her  visits  are  all  too  few.  It  is  possible  for 
these  messengers  of  the  Cross  to  find  access  into  many 
places  where  it  would  not  be  possible  for  foreign  mission¬ 
ary  men  or  Egyptian  pastors,  or  even  foreign  missionary 
women,  to  enter.  Theirs  is  a  service  that  is  compassed 
with  difficulties  and  trials,  and  that  is  not  without 
dangers.  Among  these  are  found  some  of  the  most  mature 
and  lovely  characters  of  the  Egyptian  Church. 
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THE  EVANGELICAL  CHURCH  BUILDING  AT  ASSIUT 

The  Evangelical  Church 

The  Evangelical  Protestant  Church  has  attained  such 
proportions  as  to  have  86  ordained  ministers,  41  licensed 
lay  preachers,  303  congregations  and  regular  preaching 
stations,  14,864  Church  members,  and  a  Protestant  com¬ 
munity  of  about  40,000.  The  churches  are  divided  into 
five  presbyteries,  which  form  the  Synod  of  the  Nile. 

Last  year  606  professed  Christ  and  the  Church  in 
Egypt  contributed  889,910  for  its  work. 

In  addition  to  the  work  it  is  doing  in  Egypt,  the 
Egyptian  Church  is  sending  missionaries  to  the  Sudan. 
While  this  Church  is  made  up  largely  from  converts  from 
the  old  Coptic  Church,  the  Moslems  are  now  being- 
reached  in  increasing  numbers.  In  all  ecclesiastical 
matters,  the  Egyptian  Church  is  independent  of  the 
missionary  organization,  although  the  ordained  mission¬ 
aries  are  members  of  the  Synod  of  the  Nile. 
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This  graph  with  its  figures 
shows  the  actual  proportion¬ 
ate  increase  in  the  Church 
membership  by  decades. 


The  Growth  of  the  Church 

When  Christ  planned  His  Church  as  a  missionary 
organization,  He  $id  not  intend  that  it  should  grow  by 
addition.  That  would  have  been  almost  a  hopeless  plan. 
He  intended  that  it  should  grow  by  multiplication,  and 
that  is  why  it  is  such  a  hopeful  plan.  The  first  few  years 
of  a  mission’s  history  are  generally  a  long  struggle  for  a 
generation  of  missionaries  to  make  a  perceptible  start. 
After  the  Church  has  been  founded  its  growth,  if  health¬ 
ful,  will  be  a  rapid  expansion.  The  progress  of  the 
Church’s  expansion  is  the  index  of  its  spiritual  vitality, 
and  for  this  reason  one  of  the  greatest  concerns  of  the 
wise  missionary  is  to  promote  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
indigenous  Church.  It  is  only  a  Church  that  keeps  near 
to  God  that  can  hope  to  make  progress  against  the  op¬ 
posing  powers  of  evil  and  ignorance. 
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A  PASTOR  AND  HIS  FAMILY 


The  Egyptian  Pastor 

From  the  beginning  of  mission  efforts  in  Egypt,  great 
care  has  been  exercised  by  the  Mission  and  by  the  Church 
that  worthy  and  well  trained  ministers  should  be  provided 
for  the  shepherding  of  the  flock.  The  ordained  ministers 
are  college  trained  men  who  have,  after  graduation,  had 
a  full  course  in  theology.  It  is  to  these  men  that  the 
Church  in  Egypt  is  looking  for  the  inspiration  and  the 
leadership  to  reach  the  12,000,000  in  our  field  for  Christ. 
The  best  that  the  missionaries  can  hope  to  do  is  to  train 
a  group  of  these  men  who  are  spiritually  and  intellectually 
efficient,  and  then  to  put  forth  every  effort  to  help  them 
to  reach  their  own  people  with  the  gospel. 
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This  graph  shows  by  dec¬ 
ades  the  number  and  the 
proportionate  increase  in  or¬ 
ganized  congregations. 


Organized  Congregations 

The  missionary  feels  that  the  crown  of  his  service  is 
a  fully  organized,  self-supporting,  self-governing,  self- 
propagating  congregation  in  the  mission  field.  When 
this  has  been  attained,  the  missionary  becomes  the 
assistant  to  such  a  body  of  Christians.  Ninety-two  con¬ 
gregations  are  faithfully  conducting  religious  services  in 
stated  places  at  the  present  time.  While  many  of  these 
are  not  yet  on  the  self-supporting  list,  each  represents  a 
possible  center  from  which  will  operate  a  powerful  evan¬ 
gelizing  force. 

Those  who  are  interested  in  Egypt  should  never 
forget  in  prayer  these  congregations,  their  pastors,  elders 
and  congregational  organizations,  asking  that  upon  them 
the  Spirit  of  God  may  be  poured  out. 
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STAFF  AND  STUDENTS  OF  THE  SEMINARY 

The  Theological  Seminary 

The  Theological  Seminary  in  Egypt  has  an  enviable 
record  for  the  amount  of  work  it  has  accomplished  and 
for  the  quality  of  that  work  as  shown  in  the  lives  of  the 
Egyptian  ministry.  From  the  beginning  it  has  been 
under  the  control  of  the  Mission,  but  the  Synod  of  the 
Nile  is  now  preparing  to  assume  its  control  and  support 
as  rapidly  as  this  can  be  arranged. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  from  the  461  graduates 
of  Assiut  College,  117  have  become  pastors  and  evan¬ 
gelists.  This  is  an  indication  of  the  stress  that  has  been 
laid  upon  the  value  of  Christian  service  in  the  mission 
system  of  education. 

There  is  now  recorded  a  falling  off  in  attendance  at 
the  Seminary  in  Egypt  as  in  other  countries.  This  is 
said  to  be  due  largely  to  the  present  financial  excitement 
and  the  increasing  spirit  of  materialism  in  Egypt. 


PUPILS  OF  A  VILLAGE  SCHOOL 


Schools  for  Boys 

There  are  135  schools  of  various  kinds  for  boys  in 
the  field,  with  8,756  boys  in  attendance.  There  are  in  all 
one  Theological  Seminary,  one  College,  and  133  central 
and  village  schools.  Elementary  schools  are  open  for 
the  instruction  of  both  boys  and  girls.  In  every  one  of 
these  schools  every  pupil  has  instruction  in  the  Bible 
every  day.  This  applies  to  pupils  who  are  from  non- 
Christian  homes  as  well  as  to  those  who  are  Christians. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  of  a  force  that  could 
count  more  strongly  for  the  upbuilding  of  a  new  Egypt 
than  these  schools  with  their  Christian  teachers  and 
their  directly  religious  and  evangelistic  teaching. 
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STUDENTS,  PRESSLY  MEMORIAL  INSTITUTE,  ASSIUT 


Schools  for  Girls 

One  of  the  first  things  to  lay  powerful  hold  upon  the 
sympathies  of  the  missionary  in  a  non-Christian  land  is 
the  social  status  of  woman  and  the  heavy  burdens  of  life 

that  fall  to  her  lot.  One  reason  for  this  condition  is  the 
fact  that  the  women  are  what  they  are.  The  only  hope 
of  improving  the  condition  of  woman  is  to  improve  the 
women.  Not  only  is  this  true,  but  there  is  no  hope  of 
raising  the  whole  level  of  the  civilization  apart  from  the 
regeneration  of  its  women.  The  next  generation  of 
Egyptians  will  be  what  their  mothers  make  them. 

For  such  a  reason,  every  Mission  considers  its  girls’ 
schools  one  of  the  most  vitally  important  of  all  its 
activities  in  the  field.  There  are  in  the  field  in  Egypt  46 
girls’  schools  in  which  are  studying  6,001  girls. 

Those  who  bear  so  heavy  a  burden  of  responsibility 
should  be  given  a  large  place  in  the  prayers  of  the  ones 
who  are  interested  in  the  evangelization  of  Egypt. 
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ALEXANDER  HALL  AND  COLLEGE  STUDENTS 


Assiut  College 

Assiut  College  was  established  as  a  boys’  school  in 
1865.  Its  humble  beginnings  were  in  a  donkey  stable, 
but  notwithstanding  its  unfavorable  start  the  school 
prospered  and  in  1870  it  entered  a  small  building  of  its 
own.  In  1884  it  had  grown  to  such  dimensions  as  to 
necessitate  its  moving  to  more  commodious  buildings, 
the  ones  in  which  the  Preparatory  Department  is  now 
located. 

In  1909  the  College  had  again  outgrown  its  quarters 
and  was  compelled  to  move  to  its  present  campus  near 
the  Nile,  facing  a  popular  boulevard.  The  present  site 
will  permit  of  unhampered  expansion  in  the  future. 
The  College  and  Preparatory  Departments  have  619 
students  enrolled. 

Of  this  institution,  Mr.  Spencer,  a  member  of  the 
Milner  Commission,  is  quoted  in  an  interview  in  a  Lon¬ 
don  magazine  as  saying:  “The  College  of  the  American 
Mission  at  Assiut  is  a  wonderful  institution,  and  is  doing 
the  largest  work  of  its  kind  in  the  country.” 
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BUIEDING  ERECTED  IN  1911 


Cairo  Girls’  College 

This  is  the  only  college  for  girls  in  North  Africa. 
It  was  opened  in  its  own  commodious  building  in  1911, 
being  a  natural  development  from  the  girls’  schools  long 
established  in  Cairo  and  other  places  in  Egypt. 

The  College  has  390  students,  and  many  of  these  are 
from  the  most  influential  classes  of  Egyptian  society. 

While  the  College  has  an  excellent  site  in  the  city 
of  Cairo,  and  has  room  for  expansion  as  it  may  lie  found 
necessary,  not  until  the  coming  of  the  New  World  Move¬ 
ment  with  its  timely  aid  has  the  condition  of  the  insti¬ 
tution  been  such  as  to  make  possible  real  progress  toward 
the  highest  service  it  might  render  to  Egypt  and  the 
Kingdom. 
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This  graph  and  the  figures 
show  the  increase  in  attend¬ 
ance  and  its  proportionate 
growth  by  decades. 


The  Growing  School 

Educational  institutions  under  the  direction  of  the 
Mission  range  from  the  small,  poorly  equipped  village 
school  to  Assiut  College  with  its  beautiful  site  and  ex¬ 
cellent  equipment.  The  village  schools  are  finding  the 
struggle  for  existence  more  severe  each  year.  Standards 
are  gradually  being  raised  and  a  school  that  cannot  at 
least  keep  in  sight  of  the  procession  must  close.  But 
lacking  as  these  schools  are  in  physical  equipment,  they 
are  nevertheless  a  blessing  to  hundreds,  and  with  the 
simple  instruction  given  there  is  also  afforded  an  evan¬ 
gelistic  opportunity  which  justifies  their  existence.  In 
the  early  years  of  the  work  the  mission  school  was  the 
chief  educational  factor  in  Egypt,  and  the  increasing 
growth  of  attendance  at  mission  schools  shows  that  they 
are  still  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  people  of  the  country. 
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TANTA  HOSPITAL 


The  Ministry  of  Healing 

In  1865  Egypt  made  an  appeal  for  a  medical  mis¬ 
sionary  for  Assiut,  and  medical  work  was  actually  begun 
there  in  1869.  In  1875  the  necessity  for  a  hospital  was 
recognized,  but  the  hospital  was  not  actually  opened  until 
1898  when  it  was  begun  in  a  rented  house.  The  present 
building  was  opened  in  1902. 

The  other  hospital  at  Tanta,  which  is  under  the  care 
of  the  Women’s  Board,  was  opened  in  1904.  It  was  be¬ 
gun  as  a  women’s  hospital,  but  is  now  a  general  hospital. 
In  these  two  hospitals  are  treated  annually  nearly  60,000 
patients. 

Pain  knows  no  creed,  no  race.  Suffering  comes  alike 
to  the  followers  of  Christ  and  the  followers  of  the  Prophet. 
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This  graph  shows 
by  half  decades  the 
increase  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Egypt. 


The  Missionary  Staff 


While  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  Egypt  will  not  be 
evangelized  by  men  and  women  from  America,  it  is  rea¬ 
sonable  to  believe  that  a  much  larger  force  of  Americans 
than  is  now  in  the  field  can  be  used.  In  1903  the  Mission 
in  Egypt  sent  a  call  to  the  Church  at  home  for  280 
missionaries.  By  1917,  at  the  time  of  the  Convocation, 
39  of  this  number  had  been  sent,  and  up  to  1922  there  has 
been  a  net  increase  of  25.  This  leaves  a  total  of  216  yet 
to  be  sent  in  response  to  Egypt’s  call. 

There  are  now  in  the  field  101  men  and  unmarried 
women,  and  46  wives  of  missionaries.  Even  when  the 
entire  force  estimated  for  by  Egypt  has  been  secured, 
there  will  be  25,000  of  a  parish  for  each  missionary.  Of 
course  the  ideal  of  the  missionary  is  to  secure  an  indi¬ 
genous  church  and  then  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  assist 
that  church  to  evangelize  its  field. 
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Names  of  Stations 


1. 

Alexandria 

Ed  fou 

2. 

Assiut 

Facus 

3. 

Benha 

Girgeh 

4. 

Beni  Suef 

Kafr  es  Sheikh 

5. 

Cairo 

Kafr  ez  Zayat 

6. 

F  ayoum 

Ken  a 

7. 

Luxor 

Kom  Hamadi 

8. 

Mansurah 

Kom  Ombo 

9. 

Tanta 

Maghagha 

10. 

Zagazig 

Mahalla 

Mellawi 

Abou  Tig 

Minia 

Aswan 

Minit  el  Quamh 

Ay  at 

Mit  Ghamr 

Belkas 

Port  Said 

Damanhour 

Soliag 

Damiette 

Toukh 

Dessouk 

W  asta 

Note. — The  stations  numbered  are  occupied.  Those 
unnumbered  are  the  proposed  stations  in  the  New  World 
Movement. 
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